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PURPOSE : Understand the landscape  

- Develop a characterisation of the field 

- Map the variety and extent of approaches  to investigating green skills 

- Trends in research and publications 
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METHODS 

Online searches using: 

• Scopus 

• EBSCOHost  

• Google Scholar 

• Google 

• Duckduckgo 

 

(green OR ecological OR “sustainable economy” OR “clean economy”) AND (skill/s 

OR job/s OR work) 
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METHODS 
Titles and abstracts identified and 

screened   n = 1811 

  

 Scopus   n = 190 

 EBSCOHost   n = 367 (1621) (367) 

  

Included       

Google & Duckduckgo  n =21 

 Google scholar   n = 45 
  

  

Excluded: unable to obtain sufficient 

information to make assessment, 

not relevant, not a study, or not 

original (i.e. duplicate)   n = 421 
  

Full copies retrieved and 

assessed    n = 202 
  

Excluded: for example for focus 

on skills   or green economy, not 

green skills   n = 46 

  
  

Titles and abstracts 

identified and 

screened  with 

modified search terms 

(‘water’, ‘biodiversity’, 

‘waste’)      n = 286 
  

Excluded, not 

relevant or 

inaccessible       

n = 248 
  

Full copies retrieved and 

assessed     n = 38 
  

Publications meeting inclusion 

criteria used for the review     

n = 211 
  

Additional known resources     

 n = 19 
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FINDINGS : Approaches  

 

 

Total  

n = 211 

Methods  

n = 8 

Empirical  

n = 128 

Quantitative 

n =  32 
Employment data  (n = 14) 

Macro economic models (n = 8) 

Education data (n = 3) 

Other (n = 7) 

Cases 

n = 30 

Project evaluaton or reflection (n = 18) 

Case study/ies  (n = 10) 

Pilots / trials (n = 2) 

Qualitative  

n = 45 

KAP-type surveys (n = 18) 

In-depth interviews  (n = 23) 

Workshops/focus groups (n = 4) 

Policy review & analysis  

n = 23 

Other  

n = 7 

E.g.:  Life Cycle Assessment; 
curriculum review/analysis;  
critical discourse analysis 

Reviews, 
Discussions & 
Frameworks  

n = 75 

Double count/Mixed methods (n =9) 
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FINDINGS : Geographical spread 

Country 

Geographical 

focus of study 

Geographical location 

of lead author 

institution 

USA 55 60 

South Africa 18 15 

Australia 17 16 

EU 11 N/A 

China 7 7 

UK 7 16 

Brazil 6 5 

Italy 5 7 

Germany 3 7 

Other European 

country 11 27 

Other Asian country 18 16 

Other African country 4 2 

Other American 

country 4 5 

General / global 35 N/A 

Unspecified/ unclear 7 30 
Map made using http://lert.co.nz/map/  
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FINDINGS : Institution type 
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FINDINGS : Year published 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40



9 

FINDINGS : Top publications 

• Adult Learning  

• International Journal of Labour Research 

• International Journal of Human Resource Management  

• International Journal of Construction Education and Research 

• Ecological Economics 

• Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation 

• Economics & Management 

• International Journal of Training Research 

• International Journal of Sheep and Wool Science 

• Journal of Environmental Psychology  

• Journal of Biological Education 

• .... 
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CONCLUSIONS & REFLECTION 

• Growing interest, wide disciplinary appeal 

 

• Excluded from search: Environmental education (EE), Sustainable livelihoods, Natural Resource 
Management (NRM)… 

 

• Range of approaches to measure, analyse or understand green jobs and green skills 

 

• Access and avenues for dissemination of research findings 

 



Thank you 

Contact leigh.cobban@uct.ac.za 


